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HRM Chairs 2nd Meeting of SAARC Education Ministers

“The roots of education are 
bitter, but the fruit is 

sweet.”

- Aristotle

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister 

of HRD, addressing the second 

meeting of SAARC Ministers of 

Education/Higher Education, in 

New Delhi on October 31, 2014. 

Shri Arjun Bahadur Thapa, the 

Secretary General, SAARC, is also 

seen.
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of students; academics, teachers and youth 

exchange programs etc. have been stressed for 

long term sustainable people-to-people 

linkages.”

India’s initiatives for inclusive education, 

quality improvement, use of ICT in education, 

development and sharing of e-resources, 

connectivity, e-learning and Massive Open 

Online Courses (MOOCs), mutual capacity 

building, more exchanges of students and 

researchers, etc. were also discussed in the 

meeting and it was agreed to share the best 

practices and achievements in education by 

each Member State for leveraging on mutual 

strengths.

The Ministers of Education from Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives and Nepal, 

Chairman, Higher Education Commission from 

Pakistan and Senior Officers from Sri Lanka 

participated in the Meeting. They re-affirmed 

their commitment to inclusive learning and 

gender equitable quality education. The 

participants further emphasized the need for 

expanding opportunities for skill development 

revitalizing higher education system in the 

SAARC Member States through expansion of 

Higher Education institutions as well as 

coordinating learning modes such as open and 

distance learning and enhancing the 

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, 

represented India at the second meeting of 

SAARC Ministers of Education/Higher 

Education, as the Chair, on October 31, 2014. 

She was elected to the Chair unanimously. 

While addressing the meeting, Smt. Irani not 

only reiterated the country's initiatives for 

strengthening mutual cooperation among the 

member states but also exhorted for a 

"resolve of our nations to work, study and 

think together," which, she added, had 

already materialized in the form of South 

Asian University (SAU). The minister said, "It 

should be our joint endeavor to see it emerge 

as an institute of excellence which could 

contribute to creation of knowledge in the 

region through quality Higher Education at an 

affordable cost."

Speaking about the recent Declaration of the 

SAARC Summits, Smt. Irani said, "I would like 

to remind all of us the recent Declarations of 

the SAARC Summits and the importance 

accorded to education in all the Summits for 

which we need to work more closely for a 

rapid change in the existing scenario. 

Harmonization of academic standards; 

establishment of long-term linkages amongst 

universities, research institutions and 

think-tanks in the region; recognition of 

educational qualifications;institutionalization 
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The year 2014 ended on a positive note for the Ministry, 

with a number of cooperative measures taken in the 

last quarter of the year, the most prominent of which is 

the Second Meeting of SAARC Ministers of 

Education/Higher Education, in October. India 

reminded the member nations of the recent 

declarations announced in various events and the need 

to accord importance to improvement in the education 

sector throughout SAARC region.

The All India Survey on Higher Education (2014-15) was 

launched, which opened another chapter in data 

collection from Higher Education Institutions 

throughout the country, towards preparing a sound 

database.

The Ministry took Prime  Minister Shri Narendra Modi's 

"Swachh Bharat Abhiyan" further with the release of the 

Handbook "Swachh Bharat Swachh Vidyalaya." The 

handbook lays down guidelines as well as examples of 

Swachh practices from across schools in the 

government sector for everybody to emulate.

Two major events marked another big chapter in India's 

collaboration with the world in the field of education. 

One is the Sixth India-UK Education Forum meeting and 

the second is the third India-US Higher Education 

Dialogue. Both the occasions ensured that Indian 

students receive better opportunities at international 

education.

This and much more marked the last quarter of the 

year, about which you will read in the following pages. 

One thought to sign off before you carry on reading - 

Education is multi-faceted factor, which requires 

cooperation from one and all. It is not one man's job.
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accessibility and quality of education to achieve 
universalization of secondary and Higher Secondary 
education. The Secretary General SAARC, Shri Arjun 
Bahadur Thapa was also one of the dignitaries present 
at the Meeting.

A New Delhi Declaration on Education was also adopted 
at the conclusion of the meeting identifying SAARC 
Perspectives on the Post-2015 Education Agenda and 
Regional Priority Areas of Action and it was agreed to 
expand the scope of cooperation.

Minister of HRD, with representatives from Indian 
Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of 
Management (IIMs), National Institutes of Technology 
(NITs), Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIIT) 
and industry including industry associations such as 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), Federation of 
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), 
Associated Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(ASSOCHAM) and Progress Harmony and Development 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (PHDCCI); private 
industry and Public Sector Undertaking (PSUs). CIHEC is 
envisioned to serve as a professional stakeholder group 
and identify issues and opportunities and facilitate 
development of strategies and innovative instruments 
of collaboration between Industry and Academia.

RUSA
Under the Centrally sponsored scheme of Rashtriya 
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA), the overall quality 
of existing State Higher Educational institutions is 
sought to be improved by ensuring their conformity to 
prescribed norms and standards and adoption of 
accreditation as a mandatory quality assurance 
framework. Certain academic, administrative and 
governance reforms are a precondition for receiving 
funding under RUSA. Under RUSA, participating States 
are permitted to mobilize 50% of the State contribution 
of funding through Public-Private Partnerships, 
Corporate Social Responsibility funds, philanthropic 
contributions etc.

UGC steps
The University Grants Commission (UGC) has taken 
various measures for educational reforms, such as the 
introduction of the semester system, the regular 
updating of curricula and Choice Based Credit Systems 
(CBCS), etc. The UGC has issued the UGC Minimum 
Qualifications for Appointment of Teachers and other 
Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges and 
Measures for the Maintenance of Standards in Higher 
Education, Regulation, 2010 for improving the standard 
of teaching in Indian universities. It has also issued the 
Mandatory Assessment and Accreditation of Higher 
Educational Institutions, Regulations, 2012 whereby all 
eligible Higher Educational institutions are required to 
get themselves accredited.

AICTE steps
The All India Council of Technical Education (AICTE) has 
introduced various schemes such as Faculty 
Development Programme, Visiting Professorship, 
National Faculty in Engineering and Technology with 
Industrial Collaboration (NAFETIC), Quality 
Improvement Programme etc. It has also issued the 
Mandatory Accreditation of all Programs/Courses in 

E-Education Through Broadband Facility

The Ministry of HRD is presently implementing the 

National Mission on Education through Information 

and Communication Technology (NMEICT) to 

leverage the potential of ICT in teaching and learning 

process for the benefit of all the learners in Higher 

Education Institutions in any time any where mode. 

Under the Mission, more than 700 courses in various 

disciplines in engineering and science are available 

on-line under National Programme on Technology 

Enhanced Learning (NPTEL).

E-content for 8 undergraduate subjects has also 

been generated by the Consortium of Educational 

Communication (CEC) in collaboration with its Media 

Centers. Over 100 Virtual Labs in 9 Engineering & 

Science disciplines, comprising about 770 

experiments are currently ready for use and 

available. 1500 Spoken Tutorials are available on 

line. More than 200 courses for design have been 

created. The details about NMEICT Mission are 

available at www.nmeict.ac.in. Using computer 

infrastructure and connectivity, the reach of these 

facilities is ensured to the learners.

The broadband infrastructure facility is the medium 

to access the internet. Anybody connected to internet 

using this infrastructure can have access to all the 

e-content relating to education available on the 

World Wide Web.

Qualitative Reform round up in Higher 

Education

CIHEC
The Ministry has constituted a Council for Industry & 
Higher Education Collaboration (CIHEC) headed by 
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Technical Education Institutions, University 

Departments and Institutions Deemed to be Universities 

imparting Technical Education Regulations, 2014 which 

makes it mandatory for them to get all its 

programs/courses accredited.

With the launch of AISHE 2014-15 in October, the time 
lag in dissemination of Higher Education statistics has 
been eliminated.

The annual survey collects data on several parameters 
like teachers, student enrolment, programmes, 
examination results, education finance, infrastructure, 
etc. Such parameters and the data collected under 
these come in handy for making informed policy 
decisions and conducting research in education 
development.

The Survey is building a sound database, which is 
getting updated annually as per information submitted 
by the Institutions. The data is uploaded on the AISHE 
portal (http://aishe.gov.in).

Ministers of State of HRD take charge

Shri Upendra Kushwaha and Shri Ram Shanker 

Katheria, newly-appointed Ministers of State of HRD, 

took charge at the Ministry. They were received and 

welcomed by the senior officials of the Ministry, 

followed by a brief meeting in their respective 

chambers.

AISHE 2014-15 launched

Shri Satya Narayan Mohanty, Secretary, HE, launching the 

fifth round of All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 

2014-15, in New Delhi on October 22, 2014.

Shri Satya Narayan Mohanty, Secretary (HE), launched 
the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 
2014-15, in New Delhi on October 22, 2014. The Survey, 
an annual, web-based, pan-India exercise on the status 
of Higher Education, was started in 2010-11 and since 
then, has been covering all the Higher Educational 
Institutions in the country.

So far, the Ministry has released the final reports of 
AISHE 2011-12 and provisional reports of AISHE 12-13, 
which are in the public domain. While the Survey 
exercise is in its fourth consecutive year now, the AISHE 
2013-14, launched  on June 17, 2014, is  also underway. 

HRM releases Handbook "Swachh Bharat 

Swachh Vidyalaya"

In further response to the Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi's call to the nation on August 15, 2014, in which he 
announced that "all schools in the country should have 
toilets with separate toilets for girls and this target 
should be completed within one year", Smt. Smriti 
Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, released a "Handbook on 
Swachh Bharat - Swachh Vidyalaya" in New Delhi on 
October 1, 2014.

The Handbook elaborates that a Swachh Vidyalaya 
should have neatness and orderliness, clean   drinking 
water spaces, clean toilets and tidy classrooms and 
compounds. Several good practices from many States 
have been captured in the Handbook as examples to be 
emulated by children and schools all over the country. 
The Handbook speaks to students, teachers, parents 

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, releasing a 

handbook on Swachh Bharat - Swachh Vidyalaya, in New 

Delhi on October 1, 2014.
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and school management members in order to make 
them  realise Gandhiji’s dream of Swachh Bharat in 
their very own Vidyalayas and to make an ideal Swachh 
Vidyalaya inspired by Gandhiji’s pronouncement – “Be 
the change you wish to see in the world.”

Inspired by Gandhiji’s pronouncement – “Be the change 
you wish to see in the world”, the Handbook aims at 
promoting behavioural change in school children so that 
they become agents of change in the   society.

The first day of the two-day Workshop witnessed 
participation from Education Secretaries, Vice 
Chancellors, Principals and Directors of Colleges and 
Polytechnics and other experts. The best of Colleges 
offering the Bachelor of Vocational Studies and 
Community College programmes showcased the work 
they are doing.

Shri Ved Prakash, Chairman, UGC and Shri S. S. Mantha, 
Chairman, AICTE shared the key features of the credit 
framework and the Choice based Credit System. The 
objective of the two-day National Consultation was to 
develop a complete architecture for skills in Higher 
Education.

HRM Inaugurates Two-Day Workshop on 

Skills in Higher Education

At the inauguration ceremony of the two-day Workshop 
on Skills in Higher Education, in New Delhi on December 
6, 2014, Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, asked the 
States and the Union Territories to adopt the Credit 
Framework for skills and education and the 
Choice-based Credit System in Universities to ensure 
respectability for skill programmes.

Shri Upendra Kushwaha, Minister of State of HRD, 
emphasized that the purpose of the Workshop on Skills 
in Higher Education is to link today’s youth with 
employability.

Shri Satya N. Mohanty, Secretary, HE, said that 
Knowledge, Education and Light do not accept 
fragmentation, they require expansion and that Skill 
Development and Higher Education should be seen in 
broader perspective.

The Workshop was also attended by Shri Amarjeet 
Sinha, Additional Secretary as well as Ms. Vrinda Sarup, 
Special Secretary. The Special Secretary spoke of the 
necessity of vocational training in schools and that of 
streamlining vocational courses in the context of 
education.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, at the inauguration of the 

Workshop on Skills in Higher Education, organized by the 

Department of Higher Education, MHRD, in New Delhi on 

December 6, 2014. Shri Upendra Kushwaha, Minister of 

State of HRD and other dignitaries are also seen.

A delegation of students from the Stanford Business 

School came to meet Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, 

in New Delhi on December 19, 2014. The students 

were delighted to meet the Minister and there was a 

highly interactive session, wherein the students and 

Smt. Irani talked about many issues related to the field 

of Higher Education in India.

Stanford Students meet HRM



Campus NotesEvents

THE NEWSLETTER, DECEMBER  2014  ISSUE 6

The country celebrated the National Education Day on 

November 11, 2014, which was also the birth 

anniversary of India’s great freedom movement leader 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. On this occasion, President 

of India Shri Pranab Mukherjee, Smt. Smriti Irani, 

Minister of HRD, Dr. Najma Heptullah, Minister of 

Minority Affairs, Shri Upendra Kushwaha and Prof (Dr.) 

Ram Shankar Katheria, both Ministers of State of HRD, 

paid floral tributes to the great visionary and first 

Education Minister of Independent India.

To mark the celebration of National Education Day, the 

following new initiatives were started by the Ministry of 

HRD-

abled, needy and meritorious children.

pursuing technical education at college level.

Assessment Matrix for Vocational Advancement of Youth 

(SAMAVAY). SAMAVAY allows multiple pathways between 

Vocational education - skills, education and job 

markets. This will facilitate India to harness the 

potential of young India.

developed for helping a prospective student make a 

valued judgment of the college he / she wishes to join 

by providing him / her the necessary information about 

the college.

Educational institutions to work with the people of 

rural India in identifying development challenges and 

evolving appropriate solutions for accelerating 

sustainable growth.

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the President of India, extolled 

the exemplary contributions of Maulana Azad in 

nation-building, institution-building and particularly his 

indelible imprints in the field of education. He 

mentioned that Maulana Azad said that Schools are 

laboratory which produce future citizens of the 

country. Hence, adequate care should be taken to 

impart quality education.

Speaking on the occasion, Smt. Irani recalled Maulana 

Abul Kalam Azad’s contribution towards nation building 

and in the field of education. Emphasizing the 

importance of a teacher in education, Smt. Irani said 

that they are the fulcrum of entire education system. 

She said, "Teacher should not merely be concerned with 

‘INCOME’ but also the ‘OUTCOME’ to help improve the 

quality of education." She also said that the Mission of 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is to enable Higher Educational 

institutions to work with the people of rural India in 

identifying development challenges and evolving 

appropriate solutions for accelerating sustainable 

growth.

Dr. Najma Heptullah, remembering Maulana Azad, said 

that there is clearly a need to adopt a pragmatic view 

that blends modernity into tradition and synthesizes 

our inherent traditional strengths with modern day 

needs without losing our values. It is indeed these very 

views that Maulanaji reflected which were much ahead 

National Education Day 2014 Celebrated

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the President of India, and Smt. 

Smriti Irani, Minister for HRD, releasing the ‘Document for 

function to commemorate the birth anniversary of Maulana 

Abul Kalam Azad, in New Delhi on November 11, 2014.
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of the times he lived in, she mentioned. Dr. Heptullah 

said, "Maulanaji had advised (her) not only to achieve 

higher education degree but also be adequately adept 

in the chosen field so that people recognize you by your 

competence not by your family, religion or area."

Earlier in the function, Shri Satya N. Mohanty, 

Secretary, HE, delivered the welcome address. The 

vote of thanks was presented by Shri R. Bhattacharya, 

Secretary, School Education & Literacy.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, laying the 

Foundation Stone of the Guru Gobind Singh 

Indraprastha University, at Surajmal Vihar, East 

Campus, Shahdara, in Delhi, on December 14, 

2014.

Prof. (Dr.) Ram Shankar Katheria and Shri Upendra 

Kushwaha, Ministers of State for Human Resource 

Development, releasing the postage stamp, at the 

presentation of the KVS Incentive Award for 

Innovation and Experimentation - 2014 to the KVS 

Teachers, in New Delhi on December 15, 2014.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, receiving a 

cheque from Students of Hartmann College for the 

Prime Minister's Relief Fund, in New Delhi on 

December 19, 2014.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, addressing the 

launch of the Madan Mohan Malviya National 

Mission on Teachers and Teaching, in Varanasi, 

Uttar Pradesh on December 25, 2014.
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The Sixth India-UK Education Forum meeting took place 

in New Delhi on November 13, 2014, co-chaired by Smt. 

Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD and Mr. Greg Clark, 

Minister for Universities, Science and Cities of the 

United Kingdom. Both the countries discussed the 

existing bilateral cooperation initiatives in education 

and also agreed to further strengthen it by taking up 

several new initiatives. Both sides also acknowledged 

the cooperation mechanism through joint UK-India 

Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI).

Among the topics discussed at the meeting were the 

Chevening Scholarships for Indian students; two-way 

student mobility; Generation UK-India programme 

which will support up to 25,000 young people from the 

UK to come to India over the next 5 years and initiatives 

supported by DFID. The UK delegation confirmed that 

they will put in four times more resources for the 

Chevening scholarships for Indian students and make it 

the largest Chevening Programme in the world. The 

Indian delegation emphasized that, along with students 

from the UK, they would also like to welcome teachers 

and faculty members under its new programme, Global 

Initiative for Academics Network (GIAN), the response 

to which was extremely positive from Mr. Clark.

After taking over of the present Government, the issue 

of equivalence of  India’s 10+2  qualifications  with “A” 

level qualification of UK was also taken up at very high 

levels. The UK side has acted promptly on it and it was 

conveyed in the meeting that most of the UK 

Institutions recognize the 10+2 qualifications for 

admission of Indian students into the Higher 

Educational institutions in the UK. The UK delegation 
also welcomed more Indian students in the British 
Universities and also assured of addressing the barriers 
in student mobility. The Indian delegation appreciated 
the initiative of UK Government to install the statue of 
Mahatma Gandhi in Parliament Street, London and also 
offered to co-sponsor the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
Lecture.

A Joint Statement was also signed by both the Ministers 
highlighting the educational cooperation between India 
and the United Kingdom and the future areas of 
collaboration. The areas of leadership development; 
research, innovation, technology and knowledge 
transfer; Skill Development and Entrepreneurship; 
enhancing people to people links and two-way mobility; 
quality improvement in education; use of ICT in 
education; development of MOOCs and e-Library and 
launch of UKIERI-III in 2016 have been highlighted in the 
Joint Statement.

The Forum was attended by Senior Government 
Officials, policy makers and academicians from both 
sides.

India, UK Agree on Further Cooperation in 

Education

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, at the 6th India-UK 

Bilateral Education Forum, in New Delhi on November 13, 

2014.

Third India-U.S. Higher Education Dialogue 

Explores Further Collaboration

Shri Satya N. Mohanty, Secretry, HE, co-chaired the 
third India-US Higher Education Dialogue in New Delhi 
on November 17, 2014 along with Mr. Richard Stengel, 
US Under Secretary of State for Public Diplomacy and 
Public Affairs. The First such dialogue was held in 
Washington in June 2012 and the second one took place 
in New Delhi in June 2013.

The fields in which the Dialogue chose to explore 
further collaboration between the two countries are 
development of community colleges, Massive Open 
Online Courses (MOOCs), student and faculty exchange 
and skill development. The two sides also reiterated 
the importance of the Higher Education Dialogue to 
promote enhanced opportunities for student and 
scholar mobility and faculty collaboration between 
India and the US.

Prior to the Dialogue, a Meeting of Joint Task Force on 
Community Colleges was also held in which both the 
sides affirmed the importance of ongoing community 
college collaborations to meet Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi’s National skills development goals. The 
Task Force on Community Colleges discussed a  plan for 
implementation of the recently concluded 
Memorandum of Understanding  signed between the All 
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HRM meets Australian High Commissioner

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, received Mr. Patrick 
Suckling, the High Commissioner of Australia to India, 
in her office on November 12, 2014 to discuss issues of 
bilateral cooperation in the field of education between 
the two countries. The meeting focused on the 
ongoing efforts of cooperation between India and 
Australia and also discussed further chances to extend 
the association.

Namibian High Commissioner calls on HRM

Mr. Pius Dunaiski, the High Commissioner of the 
Republic of Namibia, called on Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister 
of HRD, in New Delhi on October 27, 2014, to seek India's 
support in bringing further improvements to the 
education system in Namibia. Smt. Irani and Mr. Pius 
discussed the ways in which India and Namibia can help 
each other for a better educational future.

Mr. Strobe Talbott, the President of the Brookings 
Institution in Washington, called on Smt. Smriti Irani, 
Minister of HRD, in New Delhi on October 31, 2014. Mr. 
Talbott talked about possible avenues of cooperation 
between the Institution and the Ministry, so that the 
services of the Institution could be further facilitated 
for Indian students too.

Strobe Talbott of Brookings Institution 
meets HRM 

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, met Mr. Aivars Groza, 

the Ambassador of Latvia to India, in her office on 

October 27, 2014. The meeting took place to discuss 

the ongoing cooperation between the two countries 

in the field of education, especially Higher Education.

Latvian Ambassador meets Smt. Irani

India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and the 
American Association of Community Colleges (AACC). 

The U.S. Department of State also announced the 
launching of the new Passport to India website 

(http://www.passporttoindia.com) in cooperation with  
the Ohio State University. The Passport to India 
initiative encourages young American leaders to seek 
out study and internship opportunities in India. The new 
website will serve as a portal to help students identify 
these opportunities.
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During a meeting with Ms. Irina Bokova, Director 

General, UNESCO, Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, 

highlighted India's achievements in Education for All 

and the new policy initiatives to consolidate on these 

achievements. Smt. Irani talked to Ms. Bokova about 

initiatives like "Beti Bachai Beti Padhao," Use of ICT in 

Education, Introduction of Massive Open Online Courses 

(MOOCs), SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active Learning for 

Young Aspiring Minds) as a massive platform for on-line 

learning, Emphasis on skill development for 

Make-in-India campaign, etc.

Smt. Irani also emphasized on strengthening the 

cooperation with UNESCO across all the areas of 

UNESCO’s competence. The Minister thanked the 

Director General UNESCO for relocating the statue of 

Shri Aurobindo in the UNESCO premises in Paris.

DG, UNESCO appreciated the initiatives taken by the 

Government of India in education and other sectors and 

highlighted the emerging role of India as a leader in 

different areas of socio-economic development, 

particularly for sustainable development. Ms. Bokova 

also appreciated the achievements of India in different 

areas like Education, Culture, Heritage, Oceanography, 

Communication and Natural Sciences. DG UNESCO also 

commended the Swachch Bharat Abhiyan and 

emphasized that it will have long term implications on 

the quality of life of the people in India.

On November 21, 2014, the Consultative Committee of 

Parliament for the Ministry of HRD held a meeting to 

discuss skill development in Higher Education. On this 

occasion, a presentation, devising the framework for 

effective integration of skills and knowledge, was also 

made to the Members of Parliament. The presentation 

focused on mainstreaming skills in Higher Education 

and improving social values for both skills and 

vocational sectors.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, introduced the topic 

of discussion while welcoming the members to the 

meeting. Shri Upendra Kushwaha and Shri Ram Shankar 

Katheria, Ministers of State of HRD, also attended the 

meeting.

The Meeting emphasized the need to remove the tag of 

inferior stream for vocation. The main points of 

discussion were; need for formal certification of 

providers of vocational services; promoting lateral and 

vertical mobility as an effort to integrate skill and 

vocational development with main stream general 

education; credit framework for seamless integration 

of pursuit academic knowledge and practical vocational 

skills.

Many other initiatives were also taken up for 

discussion; National Employability Enhancement 

Mission (NEEM); setting up of Sector Skill Councils in the 

field of education; Community College Scheme; Choice 

based system; Credit Framework of NSQF (National Skill 

Qualification Framework); and Skills Assessment Matrix 

for Vocational Advancement of Youth (SAMVAY).

The Members of Parliament expressed their 

appreciation on the steps taken by the Ministry towards 

skill development in Higher Education. They also 

expressed their concern on the quality of Higher 

Education and Employability in our country.

UNESCO DG meets HRM on India Visit

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, meeting Ms. Irina Bokova, 

DG, UNESCO, in New Delhi on November 24, 2014.

Consultative Committee Meeting held at 

Ministry of HRD
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Also present at the Meeting were Shri Satya N Mohanty, 

Secretary, HE,  Shri Amarjeet Sinha, Additional 

Secretary, Ms. Vrinda Sarup, Additional Secretary and 

many other senior officials of the Ministry. Shri S. S. 

Mantha, AICTE Chairman and Prof. Ved Prakash, UGC 

Chairman, were also present on the occasion.

December, 2014. By enactment of the Bill, statutory 

status has been granted to the four existing Indian 

Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs) and these 

institutions have been brought under a common policy 

framework. The Act also declares them as Institutes of 

National Importance and so enables them to grant 

degrees to their graduates. The Act also 

institutionalizes structures such as IIIT Council, headed 

by Minister of HRD, for discussion on policy matters of 

common interest, peer learning and interventions for 

ensuring quality and innovation.

The central universities (amendment) bill, 2014 

By enactment of the Central Universities (Amendment) 

Bill, 2014 which received the assent of the President on 

17th December, 2014, one more Central University in 

the State of Bihar in the name of “Mahatma Gandhi 

Central University” will be established and the existing 

Central University in the State of Bihar has been 

renamed as the Central University of South Bihar.

School of Planning and Architecture (SPA) 

Bill

SPA Bill was passed in both the Houses of Parliament 

during the winter session of Parliament in 2004. By 

enactment of above said bill, SPA Bhopal and  

Vijayawada will be able to award degrees to 456 

students who have already graduated between the 

period 2012-14. The SPA Acts, amongst other provisions, 

declares three School of Planning and Architecture as 

Institutions of National importance, establishes a 

Council for School of Planning and Architecture, 

empowers these institutes to grant degrees to students.

Indian Institute of Information Technology (IIIT) bill

The IIIT Bill, 2014 was passed in parliament and 

received assent from President of India on 8th

Shri Laxmi Kant Parsekar, the Chief Minister of 

Goa, calling on Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, 

in New Delhi on November 10, 2014.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, meeting Shri 

Oommen Chandy, the Chief Minister of Kerala, in 

New Delhi on October 16, 2014.


