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HRM Chairs 63rd CABE Meeting, 3 Sub-committees formed

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, addressing the 63rd meeting of the Central Advisory Board of 

Education (CABE), in New Delhi on August 19, 2015. Shri J. P. Nadda, Minister for Health & Family 

Welfare, Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi, Minister for Women and Child Development, Prof. (Dr.) Ram 

Shankar Katheria, Minister of State for HRD and Shri V.S. Oberoi, Secretary, Department of Higher 

Education and Member Secretary, CABE, are also seen.
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years, a New Education Policy, one that 
would be in step with the inevitably 
changed perspectives and aspirations, and 
with the needs of the country and the 
economy. The multi-layered and wide 
ranging process involves the people right 
from the grassroots, with meetings from 
the village level moving upwards to the 
State through Blocks, Panchayats, Districts 
and Urban Local Bodies (ULBs). The 
Chairperson requested the States to 
initiate the grassroots consultation and 
keep the HRD informed of the progress. 
She also informed the meeting that she 
would be visiting the States to continue a 
process of two-way engagement and 
dialogue. Among a host of decisions taken 
at the meeting, there was one about 
deciding to constitute three 
Sub-Committees of the CABE, to consider 
respectively, a) issues and impediments to 
mainstream out-of-school children, and 
measures to bring them into the fold of the 
educational system, b) measures and 
suggestions to improve the infrastructure, 
environment   maintenance  and   learning 

At the 63rd Meeting of the Central 
Advisory Board of Education (CABE), held 
under the chairpersonship of Smt. Smriti 
Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD on August 19, 
2015, the Ministry's achievements in 
promoting quality education to all were 
highlighted.

In her opening address, the Minister Smt. 
Irani talked about the new and impending 
initiatives such as the Pandit Madan 
Mohan Malaviya National Mission on 
Teachers and Teaching (PMMMNMTT), 
SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active-Learning 
for Young Aspiring Minds), the Global 
Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN 
and the Rashtriya Aavishkar Abhiyan 
(RAA). She stressed their importance and 
catalytic role in transforming the 
education sector and sought the 
cooperation and active participation of 
the States and Union Territories in their 
implementation.

Smt. Irani also dwelt on the consultative 
and inclusive process of evolving, after 29
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The third quarter of the year ended on a very promising 

note, with the Union Minister Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani 

launching not one but two web portals, which would 

take higher education for young men and women to 

greater heights. First came the National Web Portal for 

Apprenticeship Training, which would promote the 

National Apprenticeship Scheme among Graduates, 

Diploma holders and 10+2 pass-outs. The other portal 

was that of the National Institutional Ranking 

Framework, which would enable students and their 

parents to make informed choices regarding 

educational institutions.

 

This issue is proud to report these two landmark events. 

It also reiterates the Ministry's endeavor to ensure that 

the Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) replaces the 

numerical marking system. In this regard, the UGC has 

already asked the Universities to focus on CBCS.

 

During an interaction with the Directors of Jan Shikshan 

Sansthans (JSSs), the Minister also asked for drawing of 

a specific plan to outline the skill development 

requirements, district-wise. The plan will be called My 

District-My Plan.

 

The third quarter also witnessed a path-breaking MoU 

signed with Australia, which would see both the nations 

joining hands for development of education, training 

and research. Besides, the Indo-German Higher 

Education MoU was also amended to take into account 

the changing scenario in the field of Higher Education.
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outcomes of Government schools, c) measures to 
improve and enhance skilling and technical education in 
the school and higher education systems. These 
sub-Committees, each with representatives of States, 
academia and experts would give their report and 
recommendations within a year.

to to
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To enable students, teachers, parents, educational 

institutions and other stakeholders to rank institutions 

on the basis of set parameters, Smt. Smriti Irani, 

Minister of HRD, launched the National Institutional 

Ranking Framework (NIRF) Document and Webportal on 

September 29, 2015. The launch would address the 

long-felt need for such a framework under which the 

stakeholders in education would be able to prioritize 

educational institutions with the help of objective 

parameters and through a transparent process.

 

Developed by a team of experts in education and heads 

of institutions, the portal and the framework is 

presently available for engineering and management 

institutions. Over the coming months, methodologies, 

parameters and process for ranking universities along 

with architecture and planning institutions would also 

be available online.

Speaking on this occasion, the Minister Smt. Irani said 

that National Institutional Ranking Framework follows 

an Indian approach which considers India-centric 

parameters like diversity and inclusiveness apart from 

excellence in teaching learning and research. The 

Minister expressed that this framework for engineering 

and management institutes will be extended to other 

disciplines like architecture, pharmacy and humanities 

and for universities soon.

The NIRF will facilitate a level playing field in ranking 

for institutions which have been working in languages 

other than English and excelled relatively in the recent 

past. NIRF is an outcome of a need identified by our 

Hon’ble Prime Minister and a consequent suggestion to 

evolve a national ranking framework.

HRM Launched NIRF Document, Web Portal

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, holding a press 
conference on the 63rd CABE meeting in New Delhi on 
August 19, 2015. Shri V.S. Oberoi, Secretary, Department of 
Higher Education, Dr. Subhash C. Khuntia, Secretary, 
Department of School Education and Literacy and Shri A.P. 
Frank Nonronha, Director General (M&C), Press Information 
Bureau, are also seen.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, launching the National 
Institutional Ranking Framework Web Portal, in New Delhi on 
September 29, 2015. Shri V.S. Oberoi, Secretary, Department 
of Higher Education and Dr. Subhash C. Khuntia, Secretary, 
Department of School Education and Literacy, are also seen.

Members of the CABE considered ways to encourage 

school and college students to participate in the 

National Cadet Corps and the National Service Scheme, 

which inculcate discipline, foster national integration 

and promote community service. It was felt that these 

were extremely important, and beneficial for the 

growth and learning of the students, as well as valuable 

to society. These activities could form the core of a 

series of activities, appropriately structured which 

would form an integral part of the learning process for 

students – other activities, also co-curricular in nature 

could include the performing and creative arts, as well 

as community service. A number of views and 

suggestions were also put forth for consideration 

regarding lightening the burden of school children.

 

The meeting was attended by the Union Minister for 

Women & Child Development, Smt. Maneka Sanjay 

Gandhi; Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare, 

Shri J.P. Nadda; and the Minister of State for HRD, Shri 

R.S. Katheria.

 
Education Ministers of 19 States, representatives of 29 
States and Union Territories, Members of CABE, heads of 
autonomous organizations, Vice Chancellors of 
Universities, senior academics were present in the 
meeting.  Shri V.S. Oberoi, Secretary, Department of 
Higher Education and Member Secretary, CABE and Dr. 
Subash C. Khuntia, Secretary, Department of School 
Education and Literacy were present in the meeting 
along with senior officials of the Central and State 
Governments.
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outcomes of Government schools, c) measures to 

improve and enhance skilling and technical education in 

the school and higher education systems. These 

sub-Committees, each with representatives of States, 

academia and experts would give their report and 

recommendations within a year.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, releasing the National 
Institutional Ranking Framework Document, in New Delhi 
on September 29, 2015. Shri V.S. Oberoi, Secretary, 
Department of Higher Education, Dr. Subhash C. Khuntia, 
Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy, 
Shri A.P. Frank Noronha, Director General (M&C), Press 
Information Bureau, are also seen.

The Minister complimented the team of experts 

engaged in this gigantic task and expressed satisfaction 

that within one year her Ministry was able to achieve 

this target. She also highlighted that this will be a step 

forward in starting a new era of accountability in higher 

education in the country.

 

The ranking framework is designed in such a way that 

institutions belonging to different sectoral fields such 

as Engineering, Management etc. will be compared 

separately in their own respective peer groups. The 

parameters are under the five broad headings (1) 

teaching learning and resources; (2) research, 

consulting and collaborative performance; (3) 

graduation outcomes; (4) outreach and inclusivity and 

(5) perception.

consulting and collaborative performance; (3) 

graduation outcomes; (4) outreach and inclusivity and 

(5) perception.

Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan Launched

Former president Late Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, who 

devoted all his life to the nation's service through 

science and technology, did one more service to his 

countrymen before breathing his last on July 27, 2015. 

On July 9, 2015, he had launched the Rashtriya Avishkar 

Abhiyan (RAA), in New Delhi. While launching the 

Abhiyan, Dr. Kalam had focused on developing the spirit 

of innovation and experimentation among students. He 

had further laid stress on four qualities of uniqueness: 

Great Aim, Quest of Knowledge, Hard Work, and 

Perseverance. Emphasising the value of learning he 

added “we learn to live, we learn to think and we learn 

to learn”. These were some of his last words of advice 

to the younger generation.

The former President of India, Late Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, 
launching the Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan, at a function, in 
New Delhi on July 9, 2015. Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Minister for 
Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr. Jitendra Singh, 
Minister of State for Development of North Eastern Region 
(Independent Charge), Prime Minister's Office, Personnel, 
Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Atomic Energy, 
Department of Space, Prof. (Dr.) Ram Shankar Katheria, 
Minister of State for HRD, Dr. Subhash Chandra Khuntia, 
Secretary, School Education & Literacy, are also seen.

RAA is a unique concept developed by the Ministry that 

aims to inculcate a spirit of inquiry, creativity and love 

for Science and Mathematics in school children.

 

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, addressed the 

gathering through video conferencing and highlighted 

the fact that RAA is an initiative to encourage students 

to learn sciences beyond the classrooms. It is an effort 

to take forward the Hon'ble Prime Minister’s vision of 

Digital India, ‘Make in India’ and ‘Teach in India’. She 

also emphasised the fact that more and more women 

should be encouraged to participate in the field of 

science and technologies. She talked of efforts made by 

INTEL for nurturing scientific temper among girl 

students. She also mentioned Google India’s initiative 

of Code to Learn Contest which will enable students to 

learn in the Google campus and announced that Phase II 

of RAA will be launched in January, 2016 for higher 

education under which model science labs will be 

established in all districts of the North Eastern States.

Under Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan, government schools  

will be mentored by Institutes like IITs/ IIMs/ IISERs and  
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other Central Universities and reputed organisations  

through   innovative   programmes,  student exchanges, 

demonstrations, student visits, etc to develop a natural 

sense of passion towards learning of Science and Maths.

 

The launch event also saw some exhilarating moments 

with a laser show on science and maths which 

enthralled the audience.

 

Two students, Ms. Jaya and Mr. Arsh winners of Initiative 

for Research and Innovation (IRIS) Award, 2014 & 2015, 

shared their innovative projects and their journey 

through the wondrous world of science.

 

A play presented by students of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar 

University, Lucknow spread the message of how science 

is woven in every aspect of life and is not limited to 

classrooms.

 

The audience also got to hear and interact with 

scientists like Dr. Tessy Thomas, Project Director AGNI 

IV and Smt. Nandani Harinath, Deputy Operations 

Director, Mars Orbiter Mission.

 

A Science exhibition showcasing some innovative 

models from school children which have been 

represented at various national and international 

forums was also organised at the venue.

 

The event was also attended by Dr. Harsh Vardhan, 

Union Minister for Science and Technology & Earth 

Sciences; Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of State 

(Independent Charge) Development of North-Eastern 

Region; Prof. Ram Shankar Katheria, Minister of State 

(Higher Education), Ministry of Human Resource 

Development; Shri Vinay Sheel Oberoi, Secretary, 

Higher Education and Dr. Subhash Chand Khuntia, 

Secretary, School Education and Literacy. Thousands of 

school children, senior policy makers and heads of 

higher education institutions and scientists were also 

present at event.

ions  

ges, 

ural 

aths.

nts 

hich 

ive 

015, 

rney 

dkar 

nce 

to 

ith 

Shri Manohar Lal Khattar, Chief Minister of 

Haryana, presenting flowers to Smt. Smriti Irani, 

Minister of HRD, at a one-to-one meeting in New 

Delhi on August 7, 2015.
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Shri Mantri Prasad Naithani, Uttarakhand Minister 

for School Education, called upon Smt. Smriti 

Irani, Minister of HRD, in New Delhi on July 29, 

2015.
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Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, launched the 

National Web Portal on September 10, 2015 at New 

Delhi. The portal will be used to promote National 

Apprenticeship Scheme for Graduates, Diploma holders 

and 10+2 pass-outs vocational certificate holders. On 

the occasion, the Minister also released a Logo and a 

Slogan "Sashakt Yuva, Samarth Bharat" for the Portal.

 

Speaking about the Scheme, the Minister stated that it 

is implemented through Board of Apprenticeship 

Training (BOATs)/Board of Practical Training (BOPT), 

located at Mumbai, Chennai, Kanpur and Kolkata. This 

portal enables door step delivery of service, 

streamlines processes and saves time for students. She 

also added that the portal through the mechanism of 

internal complaints committee would offer security for 

women at workplace and ensure grievance redressal for 

the apprentice. She added that the Portal will enable 

viable contract for students and industry partnership. 

The Union Minister asked the All India Council for 

Technical Education (AICTE) and National Skill 

Development Corporation (NSDC) to come together to 

expand the outreach and exposure especially for class 

XI and XII students.

 

The web portals of regional BOATs/BOPT have been 

integrated and data of all the regional BOATs/BOPT has 

been transferred to the National Web Portal. There has 

been a vacuum in obtaining reliable data at the central 

level about the needs of students who wish to join 

Apprenticeship Training. The National Web Portal will 

now ensure seamless connectivity with all stake holders 

 the 

ew 
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ders 

including students, establishments and technical 

institutions across the country for transparent 

administration through e-Governance. It will also be a 

multilingual platform which currently engages with the 

user in Marathi, Bengali, Tamil and Hindi.

 

Shri V.S. Oberoi, Secretary, Department of Higher 

Education and Shri S.C. Khuntia, Secretary, Department 

of School Education and Literacy also attended the 

launch ceremony alongwith other dignitaries and senior 

officers from the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development.

President urges University of Mysore to 

lead Innovation Movement
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HRM launches National Web Portal for 

Apprenticeship Training

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, launching the National 
Web Portal for Apprenticeship Training Scheme, in New Delhi 
on September 10, 2015. Shri V.S. Oberoi, Secretary (HE) and 
Member Secretary, CABE and Dr. Subhash Chandra Khuntia, 
Secretary (SE & L) are also seen.

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, while 

inaugurating the Centenary celebrations of University 

of Mysore, on July 27, 2015, urged the University to 

spearhead an innovation movement in the region.

 

Speaking on the occasion, the President recalled that 

University of Mysore was founded in 1916 under the 

patronage of 'Rajrishi' Nalwadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar with 

the able assistance of Diwan Sir M. Visvesvaraya. It's 

destiny has been shaped by stalwarts like the first Vice 

Chancellor Shri H.V. Nanjundayya, Dr. Sarvepalli 

Radhakrishnan, Dr. Brajendranath Seal, Dr. C.R. Reddy, 

Prof Thomas Denham, Prof A.R. Wadia, Prof M. 

Hiriyanna, Dr. K.V. Puttappa (Kuvempu) and Dr. D. 

Javare Gowda. Others who followed have kept the flag 

The President Shri Pranab Mukherjee addressing at the 
inauguration of the Centenary Celebrations of the University 
of Mysore, on July 27, 2015.
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of this institution flying high, building on the rich legacy 

and moving forward with purposive action.

 

The President said that India with two-third of her 1.25 

billion people below 35 years of age can become one of 

the front ranking nations in the world. To unleash the 

potential of her energetic youth, a world-class 

educational system is necessary. Though India’s higher 

education system is the second largest in the world, the 

enrolment rate at 20 percent is not enough to improve 

future prospects of the youth or harness opportunities 

in a knowledge intensive world. Many bright scholars go 

abroad for higher studies for want of good quality 

institutions in our country.

 

The President also said that the Indian universities must 

promote scientific temper amongst students. A way 

forward could be to give wings to the ideas of students 

and grassroot innovators. The initiative of setting up 

Innovation Clubs taken up in several Central 

Universities could be replicated by others. It will act as 

a platform where novel ideas are nurtured and 

innovators mentored to develop new products.

13. Dr. Kailash Chandra Dave

14. Pd. Jagannath Shastri Telang

15.  Dr. Vachaspati Maithani

SANSKRIT (INTERNATIONAL)

1. Shri Asko Parpola

 

ARABIC

1. Dr. Nizarudeen A.

 2. Prof. Mohammad Hassan Khan

 

PERSIAN

1. Dr. Ghulam Rasool Jan

2. Prof. (Dr.) Mohammad Munawwar Masoodi

3. Shri Ihsan Karim Burke

 

PALI

1. Prof. Pradyumna Dubey

 

In addition, the Hon’ble President is also pleased to 

award the Maharshi Badrayan Vyas Samman to the 

following young scholars of Sanskrit, Persian, Arabic and 

Pali/Prakrit :-

 

SANSKRIT

1. Dr. Viroopaksha V. Jaddipal

2. Dr. Ratna Mohan Jha

3. Dr. Bishnupada Mahapatra

4. Dr. Prasad Prakash Joshi

5. Dr. Deviprasad Mishra

 

ARABIC

1. Dr. Heifa Shakri

 

PERSIAN

1. Dr. Imran Ahmed Chaudhry

 

PALI

1. Shri Dhammadeep Pandhari Wankhede

a platform where novel ideas are nurtured and 

innovators mentored to develop new products.
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President's Certificate of Honour to 

Scholars

Keeping up the past tradition, the President's 

Secretariat announced awarding of Certificate of 

Honour to the following scholars of Sanskrit, Persian, 

Arabic and Pali/Prakrit, on August 15, 2015 -

 

SANSKRIT

          

1. Dr. (Mrs.) Shashi Tiwari

2. Shri Lakshmishwar Jha

3. Prof. Sudhakar Dixit

4. Prof. G. Mahabaleshwara Bhat

5. Sri S.M. Veeraraghavachar

6. Veda Ratna Keshav Sitaram Jogalekar

7. Shri A. Haridas Bhat

8. Pd. Shrikrishna Shastri Kashinath Shastri Joshi 

    (Kodanikar)

9. Dr. Ramkishor Shukla

10. Shri Gullapalli Venkatanarayana Ghanapathi

11. Shri Hari Dutt Sharma

12. Prof. Om Prakash Pandey
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Calling Sanskrit literature "a great repository of 

knowledge," Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD and 

Chancellor of Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan (RSS), a 

Deemed-to-be University, said that by being the 

language of Yoga, Ayurveda and Vedanta, Sanskrit now 

spans across the world. Smt. Irani was speaking at the 

5th Convocation Ceremony of the Sansthan on 

September 30, 2015.

 

The Minister was emphatic in stating that Sanskrit 

belongs to all and is a language that unites the country. 

She added that she looks forward to the day when 

Sanskrit re-establishes its rightful place of respect in 

the national life and in the hearts of the people of this 

nation.

The Chancellor said that Sanskrit is the language of 

Yoga, so the person who knows Sanskrit can become an 

excellent teacher of Yoga as well. There is a great 

demand for lakhs of Yoga teachers in the world; hence 

Sanskrit Universities can consider imparting instruction 

to Yoga teachers in the medium of Sanskrit. To achieve 

this, there is a need to develop appropriate teaching 

material. This can provide employment to lakhs of 

Sanskrit students. "Sanskrit was a language of daily use. 

The Sanskrit grammar tradition itself was developed to 

explain the use of the language by common people. If 

Sanskrit has to become a popular language again, and if 

Sanskrit has to be used as  a medium of entertainment, 

 

science, research, education etc in future, then there is 

a need to develop 'Simple Standard Sanskrit (SSS),'" the 

Chancellor said.

Smt. Irani was of the view that there is a great need for 

reorientation in Sanskrit Research, keeping in view of 

the present needs of the country, emerging trends in 

science and technology, and global developments. All 

Sanskrit scholars must come together and think about 

these tasks to popularize and improve the standard of 

Sanskrit education, she added. Sanskrit scholars will 

have to take the lead in identifying and publishing many 

unpublished manuscripts and works. Contemporary 

works have to be translated into Sanskrit, the valuable 

scientific and mathematical knowledge present in 

Sanskrit will have to be brought out and published. New 

modern literature has to be developed where 

contemporary society is reflected. Numerous such 

activities will have to be undertaken by Sanskrit 

scholars.

She added that there must be an increased usage of 

technology and modern techniques in teaching of 

Sanskrit. Using the internet, Sanskrit can reach every 

village and the farthest corners of the country. Courses 

have to be developed so that not just Sanskrit language 

but also the various Shastras, Kavyas and plays could be 

taught through MOOCs.
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Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan's 5th 

Convocation Ceremony

Minister Smt. Irani being presented a memento at the 
Convocation Ceremony of Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, in 
New Delhi on September 30, 2015.
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but also the various Shastras, Kavyas and plays could be 

taught through MOOCs.

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, in a meeting 

with Shri R. V. Deshpande, Minister of Higher 

Education and Tourism, Karnataka, in New Delhi 

on July 31, 2015.



Campus NotesCampus Notes

THE NEWSLETTER, SEPTEMBER 2015  ISSUE 9

The Vice Chancellors (VCs) of Central Universities held 

a one-day Review Meeting in New Delhi on July 7, 2015. 

The meeting took stock of the progress made on 

decisions taken at the VCs Conference held at 

Rashtrapati Bhawan on February 4 and 5, 2015.

 

The meeting began with three presentations on the 

following topics by following people:- (i) Promoting 

research in Central Universities by Prof. Asis Datta, 

former Vice Chancellor JNU, (ii) How to strengthen 

Women Study Centres by Dr. Meena Chandawarkar, Vice 

Chancellor, Karnataka State Women's University and (iii) 

Issues relating to Persons with Disabilities by Ms. 

Indumathi Rao.

 

Thereafter, a detailed discussion was held with the VCs 

on the agenda items of the meeting, including the 

following -

a. Most of the VCs informed that they have already 

started the process of filling up of vacancies of teachers 

and a good amount of vacancies will be filled up by 

October, 2015.

b. 17 Central Universities (CUs) have got accredited 

with NAAC. 7 CUs have applied for NAAC 

re-accreditation and 9 CUs have applied for NAAC 

accreditation for the first time. Another 5 CUs have 

assured to apply for NAAC accreditation shortly.

c. Out of 39 CUs, 37 CUs have introduced Choice Based 

Credit System (CBCS) at PG level. The 13 new CUs do 

not have UG programmes and 18 CUs had already 

introduced CBCS at UG level. All VCs assured that their 

preparations are complete and they will be starting 

CBCS this academic session.

d. UGC has developed model syllabi for 85 mainline and 

18 specialized courses and Universities are free to 

modify syllabi to the extent of 30% in line with the 

present provisions of migration warranting 70% common 

content.

e. UGC organized 8 Regional Workshops covering the 

entire country, to facilitate implementation of CBCS.

f. B.Voc. Programmes in 19 CUs has been started.

g. Community Colleges have been approved for 19 CUs.

h. 25 CUs have set up Community Development Cells 

(CDCs).

i. 19 CUs have adopted/identified villages for their 

development.

j. Other issues like Campus Connect Scheme, creation 

of Centres of Excellence, establishment of Innovation 

Clubs, Alumni involvement, Inspired teachers’ Network, 

Industry linkages etc. were also discussed, where most 

of the Universities have either made satisfactory 

progress or are in the process,  giving them high 

priority.

The Vice Chancellors (VCs) of Central Universities held 

a one-day Review Meeting in New Delhi on July 7, 2015. 

The meeting took stock of the progress made on

f. B

g. C

h.

(CDC

Review meeting of VC’s Conference
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progress or are in the process,  giving them high 

priority.

HRM pays tribute to Late Former 

President Kalam

Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, joined 

hundreds of men and women to pay 

homage to the nation's beloved former 

President, Late Shri A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. Smt. 

Irani also laid down flowers at the mortal 

remains of the former President, in New 

Delhi on July 28, 2015.
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The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee, has 

expressed happiness over the fact that Indian Institute 

of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, has attained fifth position 

in the QS BRICS Universities Ranking 2015. In addition, 

he also lauded the 31 Indian Institutions that found 

their way into the top 200 of the Ranking.

 

On July 11, 2015, after he received a detailed analysis 

of India's performance in the QS BRICS Universities 

Rankings from Shri Mohandas Pai, Chairman of the 

Indian Centre for Academic Rankings and Excellence 

(ICARE) at Rashtrapati Bhavan, President Mukherjee 

said it was a proud moment for the academic 

institutions. He also said that over the last two and a 

half years, he has addressed around 100 academic 

congregations calling upon them to improve their 

position in global ranking. India has outstanding and 

inherent talent, in both students and teachers which 

should be given a conducive environment to blossom.

 

The ICARE has been helping Indian Institutions of higher 

learning better understand global ranking parameters 

and encouraging their pro-active participation in the 

global ranking process. Shri Pai informed the President 

that IISc not only ranks number 5 across Universities in 

all BRICS nations but is also ranked number 1 among 

BRICS countries in the parameter pertaining to research 

papers per faculty. He said 31 Indian Institutions have 

figured in top 200 in the 2015 QS BRICS Ranking, a rise 

from 20 in 2014. In the top 400, India has 94 

institutions. More complete data from Universities in 

India has been responsible for much of the 

improvement in performance. Data collection still 

remains the greatest challenge in India. 50 Universities 

did not provide full data in spite of constant follow up 

and request.

 

The President expressed happiness that a large number 

of Central Universities have responded to his appeal to 

take measures to improve the quality of education, set 

up innovation clubs, create Networks of Inspired 

Teachers etc. He said Indian Universities have the 

potential to be the best, provided they can apply 

themselves to the task of improving quality and submit  

regularly relevant information to the ranking agencies. 

The President said he intends to interact with students 

and faculty of higher education institutions through 

video conferencing using the National Knowledge 

Network.
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UGC requests Universities to Shift to Grad-

ing System of Evaluation

The University Grants Commission (UGC) informed that 

under the Choice Based Credit System (CBCS), 

Universities have been requested to shift from 

numerical marking system, presently followed, to 

grading system of evaluation. The latter system is 

considered to be better than the conventional marks 

system and hence it has been followed in the top 

institutions in India and abroad. The new system of 

marking will facilitate student mobility across 

institutions within and across countries, while also 

enabling potential employers to assess the student 

performance.

 

Further, under CBCS, Universities will move from the 

conventional annual system to semester system. The 

semester system accelerates the teaching-learning 

process and enables vertical and horizontal mobility in 

learning. The credit based semester system provides 

flexibility in assigning credits based on the course 

content and hours of teaching. One can access the UGC 

guidelines in this regard at 

h t t p : / / w w w . u g c . a c . i n / p d f n e w s / 

9555132_Guidelines.pdf 

The UGC has further informed that the CBCS would be 

different from the existing teaching-learning process as 

it would be based on modularized semester system 

leading to the award of credits. In addition, the 

performance of students will be adjudged in terms of 

grades rather than numerical marks. Further, it would 

also provide greater choices to the prospective students 

as they may be able to earn credits in their chosen 

subjects from across the departments as also from 

across the institutions. 
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Under Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) the 

availability of elective subjects increases and the 

student is not held hostage to academic inflexibility. 

This enables students to take courses of their choice, 

learn at their own pace, undergo additional courses and 

acquire more than the required credits, and adopt an 

interdisciplinary approach to learning. The UGC has 

informed that introduction of CBCS will help resolve 

various difficulties faced by the students due to the 

diversity in evaluation system followed by different 

universities in India. Further, CBCS would ensure 

seamless mobility of students across the higher 

education institutions in the country as well as abroad 

where such system is a norm.

As per UGC (Institutions Deemed to be Universities) 

Regulations, 2010 and its amendments in the year 2014 

& 2015, Deemed to be Universities shall be registered 

as a not-for-profit Society or not-for-profit Trust or 

not-for-profit-company. At present, all the Deemed to 

be Universities are established either by Trusts or 

Societies.

 

As per the requirement under the UGC Regulations, a 

separate and dedicated Society/Trust/Company is 

required to be registered to run the Deemed to be 

University with MoA/Rules in accordance with 

Regulations. The MoA/Rules clearly enumerate the 

objectives of an institution Deemed to be University 

which have to be fulfilled by the Deemed to be 

University. As per Regulations, the functioning of the 

deemed to be university can be reviewed by the UGC 

after a period of every five years or earlier, if necessary.

 

As per Clause 18 of the UGC Regulations, the income 

and property of the Deemed to be University shall be 

utilized solely for promoting the objectives of that 

Deemed to be University. Clause 19 of these Regulations 

states that there is a ban on payment or transferring of 

income and property of the Deemed to be University by 

way of profit. As per clause 20, the accounts of the 

Deemed to be University shall be maintained in the 

name of the Deemed to be University and not in the 

name of the sponsoring Society or Trust. The accounts 

are also open for examination by UGC and CAG.

 

Clause 22 (Consequences of violation of Regulations) of 

the UGC Regulations empowers the UGC and Central 

Government to cause an inspection of the Deemed to be 

University, its buildings, laboratories, its examination, 

teaching and other work conducted or done by it. If the 

Deemed to be University violates any provision of the 

UGC Regulations, the Commission may take action 

against the deemed to be university including 

recommendation to MHRD for withdrawal of deemed to 

be university status.

 

Campus Notes

THE NEWSLETTER, SEPT

education institutions in the country as well as abroad 

where such system is a norm.
sepa

requ

Un

Re

ob

wh

Un

de

afte

As

an

util

De

stat

inco

wa

De

na

na

are 

Clau

the 

Go

Un

teac

De

UG

ag

reco

be

Meanwhile, the UGC has conducted eight 

workshops for resolving issues related to roll-out of 

CBCS and for requesting the Central and State 

Universities and Deemed-to-be Universities to take 

up adoption of CBCS with the respective Statutory 

Bodies. The UGC has also established a grievance 

cell for clarifying issues related to implementation 

of CBCS.

 

At the same time, the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development has not received any resolution from 

the Statutory Bodies of any University requesting 

withdrawal of Choice Based Credit System 

(CBCS).

 

The UGC has apprised the representatives of 

Universities about the benefits of the components 

of CBCS, namely: adoption of Semester System, 

modularization of curricula; adoption of uniform 

grading system, reform in examination system etc. 

The CBCS allows academic flexibility to 

Universities in designing their syllabi. As per the 

UGC detailed Instructional Template, at 

http://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/ 

4426331_Instructional-Template.pdf, Universities 

have been allowed to customize the syllabi of core 

papers to the extent of 30% of model syllabi. 

Universities have complete freedom in designing 

Elective and Foundation Courses.
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As per UGC (Institutions Deemed to be Universities) 

Regulations, 2010 and its amendments in the year 2014 

Deemed-to-be Universities to be 

Registered as Not-for-Profit 
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As per the provisions of the UGC (Institutions Deemed to 

be Universities) Regulations, 2010 and its amendments 

in the year 2014 & 2015, the UGC can review the 

functioning of the Deemed to be University at any time 

to assess the amenities available with the help of 

Expert Committee. The UGC ensures that all the 

suggestions given by the UGC Expert committee are 

implemented by the Deemed to be University. The 

following provisions have been made in the UGC 

Regulations with regard to fee:

 

(i)        each component of the fee, deposits and other 

charges should be declared in the prospectus and 

website;

 

(ii)       a proper receipt in writing should be issued for 

all the payments;

 

(iii)      reasonable fee for admission test based on the 

cost incurred on conducting such test.

(iii)      reasonable fee for admission test based on th

cost incurred on conducting such test.

Committee to Select the Most Meritorious 

as Teachers

Acting in the larger public interest, the Central 

Government has constituted a Committee on July 24, 

2015, to do the following:-

(a) Evaluation of the Academic Performance Indicator 

(API) Scheme as regards the entry point and career 

advancement of teachers by taking into account its 

criticism and suggest suitable 

improvements/alternatives.

(b) Evaluation of Ph.D-NET qualifications for entry of 

teachers and to accordingly suggest a policy for 

selections.

(c) Consideration of the problems and issues related to 

Ad-hoc and Contractual appointments in Central 

Universities and recommendations to resolve them.

 

The Committee is chaired by Prof. Arun Nigavekar, 

former Chairman, UGC. The Committee Members are 

Shri Sumit Bose, former Secretary, Government of India, 

Prof. Sunil Gupta,   former  Vice-Chancellor,   Himachal 

Pradesh University, Prof. B. Thimme Gowda, former 

Vice-Chancellor, Bangalore University, Prof. Ashwini 

Kumar Mohapatra, Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University and Shri S.S. Sandhu, Joint Secretary, MHRD 

(as the Member-Convener).
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Heritage Status to Colleges

As part of a scheme launched during the XII Plan, 

"Granting Special Heritage Status to Universities 

and Colleges," the University Grants Commission 

(UGC) provides Heritage Grants to Universities 

and Colleges, which are more than a 100 years 

old, while according the Special Heritage Status to 

these institutions. So far, the UGC has granted the 

Special Heritage Status to 19 colleges in the coun-

try.

The states in which these colleges are located are as 

follows:- Assam (1 College), Bihar (1), Haryana 

(1), Himachal Pradesh (1), Jammu and Kashmir 

(1), Karnataka (1), Kerala (2), Madhya Pradesh 

(1), Maharashtra (3), Punjab (2), Tamil Nadu (1), 

Uttar Pradesh (2) and West Bengal (2).

For guidelines of the scheme, visit this link - 

http://www.ugc.ac.in/pdfnews/4180650_Guidelin

es-for-Heritage.pdf
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Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, in a meeting 

with Shri R. V. Deshpande, Minister of Higher 

Education and Tourism, Karnataka, in New Delhi 

on July 31, 2015.
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Paving way for an even better partnership between 

India and Germany, the Union Cabinet, chaired by the 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, gave its consent to 

signing of Joint Declaration of Intent (JDI) between the 

two nations for minor amendments in an earlier MoU. 

The consent was given in a Cabinet meeting on 

September 22, 2015. The said MoU is for facilitating 

implementation of the programme "Indo-German 

Partnership in Higher Education."

 

There are two amendments that would take place in 

the MoU -

a) The term "Strategic" will be deleted from the title of 

the programme to make it "Indo-German Partnership in 

Higher Education," and

b) The funding period for the programme will be 

changed from 2015-19 to 2016-20 (from 1st July 2016 to 

30th June, 2020).

 

The strengthened education relationship through this 

Joint Declaration of Intent will enable the Higher 

Education institutions in both the countries to benefit 

mutually to enhance innovative partnerships in the field 

of education, research and skill development. It will be 

beneficial for faculty development and to foster 

advanced research in the identified priority areas of 

challenges for India. 

professional education, schools, vocational education 

and training and will open up new and innovative areas 

of cooperation.

Paving way for an even better partnership between 

India and Germany, the Union Cabinet, chaired by the 
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Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, and Mr. Christopher Pyne 
MP, Minister for Education and Training, Australia, 
exchanging the signed MoU on cooperation in the fields of 
education, training and research, at the annual meeting of 
the Australia-India Education Council (AIEC), in New Delhi on 
August 24, 2015.
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advanced research in the identified priority areas of 

challenges for India. 

India, Australia sign MoU in Education, 

Training, Research

India and Australia signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) on cooperation in the fields of 

education, training and research. The MoU was signed 

by Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD and Mr. Christopher 

Pyne MP, Minister for Education and Training, Australia. 

The MoU was signed after the 3rd meeting of the 

Australia-India Education Council (AIEC), held in New 

Delhi on August 24, 2015.

 

It is believed that the MoU will help intensify existing 

partnerships between India and Australia in Higher 

Education and Research, including technical and 

 

A Joint Communiqué was also issued at the end of the 

AIEC meeting. The Communiqué commended the 

significant progress made by the Working Groups across 

the key areas of skills, Higher Education and research, 

student mobility and welfare, quality assurance and 

qualifications recognition, and welcomes the extension 

of collaborative activity to include engagement in the 

schools sector. It highlights the development of the 

credit transfer database, hosted on the Australia India 

education links website 

(www.australiaindiaeducation.com ), as a practical way 

to encourage student mobility between Indian and 

Australian universities.

 

The Communiqué emphasizes that the Global Initiative 

for Academic Networks (GIAN), launched by the 

Government of India, would enable academic 

interaction to mutual benefit. It further says that GIAN 

would enable eminent Australian academicians to come 

to India, to academic institutions and Universities and 

enable an exchange of knowledge and teaching skills, 

which would help in developing a fruitful relationship 

between academic communities on both sides for 

augmenting research capabilities. 

 


