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Executive, Vice President  of BJP Maharashtra 
Youth Wing  and BJP Maharashtra State 
Secretary; Smt. Irani in her capacity as 
National President of BJP’s Women Wing had 
significantly and successfully pursued 
Permanent Commission for women in the Indian 
Army by facilitating  legal aid to women 
officers. She had also launched “Saksham” – 
the 1st ever Vision Document released by any 
political organization in India which underlines 
policies, programs and implementation tools 
for the upliftment of the Differently-abled in 
India.

Smt. Irani was unanimously elected as a 
Member representing the Asia-Pacific Region to 
the Task Force responsible for establishing the 
1st ever Committee for Young Parliamentarians 
at the 126th Assembly of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). At the same 
Assembly, Smt. Irani was also unanimously 
elected by Member Nations as Rapporteur for 
the Standing Committee on Sustainable 
Development, Finance and Trade.

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani assumed charge of 
Minister of Human Resource Development on 
May 27, 2014. Shri Ashok Thakur, Secretary, 
Higher Education and Shri R. Bhattacharya, 
Secretary, School Education & Literacy, along 
with officials of the Ministry, welcomed the 
Minister. On her first day, she also took a 
meeting with senior officers of the 
Departments of Higher Education and School 
Education & Literacy, where she reviewed 
present initiatives and also directed the 
officials to explore new initiatives such as the 
Central University of Himalayan Technology, 
new IITs, e-library and education for children 
with special needs.
 
Born on March 23, 1976, Smt. Irani is the 
youngest woman ever to be elected to the 
Rajya Sabha, the Upper House of the Indian 
Parliament. She is also the first woman to 
become the Union Minister of HRD. 
Representing the State of Gujarat, Smt. Irani 
also serves as the National Vice President of 
the BJP. Having previously served in the 
organization on various posts such as National 
President, Women’s Wing, National Secretary 
(twice), 5-term  Member  of the  BJP National 

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, 
youngest woman ever to be 
elected to the Rajya Sabha, 
assumed charge of HRD 
Ministry on May 27, 2014. She 
is the first woman to 
shoulder the enormous 
responsibility of Ministry of 
HRD in the Government of 
India. 
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Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister, being presented the first copy of the QS 
BRICS 2014 University Rankings by Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD and 
Shri Mohandas Pai, Chairman, Indian Centre for Assessment and Accreditation, in 
New Delhi, on June 17, 2014. Shri Ashok Thakur (second from left), Secretary (HE) 
is also seen. 

From the desk of Editor-in-Chief

 Hon’ble Prime Minister has given a message to 
fellow Indians and citizens of the world seeking their 
support, blessings and active participation to take 
India’s development journey to newer heights.  
Hon’ble Prime Minister has also said, “Let us together 
dream of a strong, developed and inclusive India that 
actively engages with the global community to 
strengthen the cause of world peace and 
development”.
 (http://www.pmindia.nic.in/pmmessage.php)

 We in the Department of Higher Education are 
committed to realize the vision of the Hon’ble Prime 
Minister.  Further, in order to bring the Department 
closer to the people, The Newsletter on Higher 
Education which is published quarterly, will 
henceforth be published monthly.  A new website of 
the Ministry is also being planned.  We look forward to 
receiving the readers’ guidance and cooperation in all 
our efforts.
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HRD Minister’s Tour of Ministry
Accompanied by senior officials, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, conducted a 

tour of the various divisions and sections of the Ministry, on June 2, 2014, and interacted 

with staff members. Smt. Irani also asked about the working of various sections and  con-

veyed her remarks regarding various aspects of the Ministry.  The staff members 

expressed their happiness over the keen interest shown by the Minister regarding their 

work as also their working conditions. 

Conference of State Secretaries of Higher & Technical Education

At the Conference of State Secretaries of Higher and Technical Education in New Delhi on June 17, 2014, 
Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, expressed concern at the large number of Institutes and 
Universities mushrooming in various parts of the country with no standard facilities or full faculty. 
Exhorting the States and Union Territories to monitor such Institutes to ensure that they conform to the 
standards, the Minister also supported a robust “Know Your College” drive, to make it possible for 
students to get the details of Colleges on the website.
 
The Minister also sought the help of States and UTs to create an enabling environment for education of 
children in backward areas, minorities, women, weaker sections and tribal zones. Smt. Irani also 
highlighted that special steps are being taken by the Ministry to meet the needs of Higher Education of 
students from the North-east in the form of collaborative efforts with premier institutes of the country.

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, addressing the meeting of 
Secretaries of Higher and Technical Education, in New Delhi on June 17, 
2014. Shri Ashok Thakur, Secretary (HE) and Shri Rajarshi Bhattacharya, 
Secretary (SE&L), are also seen.
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HRM’s Retreat with IITs’ Chairmen, 
Directors

HRM Seeks Higher Enrolment for Girls

At a Retreat with Chairmen & Directors of 16 IITs in Goa, 
on June 30, 2014, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of 
HRD, asked the Institutes to come up with 10 goalposts 
that India should reach nationally and internationally in 
a time-bound manner. While most of the interactive 
session focused on issues related to expanding Research 
and Technological Innovation, Smt. Irani also asked the 
IITs to devise strategies to make India both 
manpower-ready and teacher-ready in the coming 
years. At the retreat, a committee, consisting of 
Directors and Chairmen of IITs, has been constituted to 
map various disciplines with respect to their 
requirement for meeting national manpower goals.
 
Emphasizing on the development of education in the 
north-eastern states, the Minister asked IITs to develop 
a special programme for students of these states. 
Director, IIT Guwahati, has been asked to coordinate the 
efforts in this regard and submit a report to the Ministry.

During her maiden visit to Madhya Pradesh after 
assuming charge as Minister of HRD, Smt. Smriti Zubin 
Irani, promised that a new education policy will be 
implemented soon. In this direction, the Minister 
assured that a national-level dialogue, seminars and 
workshops will also be held to arrive at a consensus 
vis-à-vis policy. Smt. Irani also called on Sh. Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan, Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, at his 
residence on June 27, 2014 and attended a meeting 
with the CM and other members of the state 
government. During the meeting, they discussed the 
major education schemes being run in the state and also    

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, inaugurating the 
new Girls Hostel at the School of Planning and Architecture, 
Bhopal, on June 27, 2014.

deliberated on ways in which the Ministry of HRD could 
facilitate better Higher Education in the state.

At the third Convocation of the Indian Institute of 
Science, Education and Research (IISER), Pune, on June 
15, 2014, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, 
expressed concern that the enrolment of girl students in 
IISER courses is quite low at 30%. She was of the opinion 
that this enrolment figure should be increased further 
by encouraging more girl students to seek admission in 
IISERs.
 
Speaking at the Convocation, Smt. Irani said that India 
is moving from a  service-based  economy to one that is  
knowledge-based, therefore, high quality science, 

Build a Literate, Educated, Empowered 
India

At the Second Convocation of IISER, Bhopal, Smt. Smriti 
Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, called upon the students 
and teachers to build a literate, educated and 
empowered India. Addressing the students, the Minister 
said that training individuals in niche areas of science 
and technology is crucial to the progress of the country 
and IISER Bhopal was contributing to this effort. Smt. 
Irani also highlighted the fact that the Ministry had 
established the IISERs with a determination to achieve 
good results and produce quality manpower.

Praising the improvement in the level of education in 
the state of Madhya Pradesh, Smt. Irani said that she 
was impressed with the course of interaction that she 
held with the students of Model School, T.T. Nagar in 
Bhopal.The Minister also informed the students that a 
“Meet the Minister” programme will be started on the 
official website of the Ministry, through which students 
can register their suggestions regarding matters of 
education.

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, and Sh. Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan, Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, 
discussing departmental programmes and projects during a 
meeting organized as part of Smt. Irani's state visit on June 
27, 2014.

HRM promises New Education Policy 



xx

education and research is important. She hoped that the 
IISER students passing out that day would pave the path 
for India’s progress in science. She also congratulated 
the Director, IISER Pune, Prof. K.N. Ganesh, for 
achieving 87% placement for his students.

Campus Notes

5THE NEWSLETTER, JUNE 2014 ISSUE

As part of her maiden visit to Gujarat, after assuming 
the charge of the Ministry of HRD, Smt. Smriti Zubin 
Irani, participated in “Shala Praveshotsav” (school  
enrolment festival), an annual even organised by the 
Gujarat state government. She also attended another 
government event, “Kanya Kelavani Yatra”, which 
encourages girls’ education. As part of this event, she 
enrolled a group of girls in a primary school in Kudasan 
village near Gandhinagar. She also inaugurated a smart 
school in the same village. Smt. Irani also met Gujarat 
Chief Minister Smt. Anandiben Patel and discussed 
different educational programmes, primarily those 
focused on girls.

Emphasising on leveraging of technology for 
empowerment of students and teachers, the Minister 
said that the Government was going to launch a number 
of Massive Open On-line Courses (MOOCs) in the coming 
days and the national e-library would be launched by 
the end of the year 2014.She also visited the Pandit 
Deendayal Petroleum University campus, where she met 
Sh. Saurabh Patel, Gujarat Minister for Finance, Energy 
and Petrochemicals, and a host of other dignitaries.

HRM Attends Gujarat Government’s 
Annual School Enrolment Drive

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, with Smt. 
Anandiben Patel, Chief Minister of Gujarat, in Gandhinagar, 
on June 13, 2014.

CGHS First Aid Post Inaugurated at 
Shastri Bhawan

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD and Dr. Harsh 
Vardhan, Minister of Health and Family Welfare inaugurating 
the First-Aid Post at Shastri Bhawan on July 2, 2014.

Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, along with Dr. 
Harsh Vardhan, Minister for Health and Family Welfare, 
inaugurated the “First Aid post” at Shastri Bhawan on 
July 2, 2014. 

The post, managed by CGHS will provide first-aid 
services like Blood Pressure Monitoring, dressing and 
other referral services to about 15,000 employees of 
various Ministries at Shastri Bhawal as well as nearby 
Government offices.

Shri Pranab Mukherjee, the President of India, Smt. Smriti 
Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, Shri Kateekal 
Sankaranarayanan, Governor of Maharashtra being shown 
around the new Academic Complex of the Indian Institute of 
Science, Education & Research, Pune, on the occasion of the 
3rd Convocation of the Institute. Dr. Krishna N. Ganesh, 
Director of the Institute, is also seen.
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CGHS is already running five such first-aid posts in Delhi, 
which are located at Central Secretariat, Parliament 
House, Vitthal Bhai Patel House, Supreme Court and 
Nirman Bhawan premises. 

In order to make science education interesting for 
children, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, 
highlighted the need for a Rashtriya Aavishkar Abhiyaan, 
during her interaction with the Education Secretaries of 
States and Union Territories on June 17, 2014. She 

Rashtriya Aavishkar Abhiyaan in offing

emphasised that besides making science popular among  
children, the Abhiyaan would also help the country find  
a system for patents and would make the parents and 
communities a part of the innovation realm.

She also reiterated this view at the Retreat with 
Directors and Chairmen of 16 IITs in Goa on June 30, 
2014, where the Minister informed that the Government 
wanted to reignite students’ interest in subjects like 
Maths and Science. She even asked the IITs to suggest 
curriculum changes at the school level and help setting 
up of innovation laboratories at district levels 
throughout the country, so as to infuse a culture of 
research and innovation among the students.  

Meeting Round-up

Shri Prakash Singh Badal, Chief Minister of Punjab, 
meeting Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, in New 
Delhi on June 19, 2014.

Madhya Pradesh HE Minister calls on HRM 
Sh. Umashankar Gupta, Minister for Higher and 
Technical Education, Madhya Pradesh, paid a 
courtesy visit to Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of 
HRD, on June 10, 2014, urging her for clearance of 
pending proposals of the state to the Ministry. �ey 
also talked about the State government’s innovative 
schemes to attract youth to HE and involve them in 
job-oriented education.

Education, Chhattisgarh, along with state Agriculture 
Minister Brijmohan Agarwal, called upon Smt. Smriti 
Irani, Minister of HRD, at Shastri Bhawan on June 11, 
2014. During the meeting, Sh. Pandey stressed on the 
need for setting up institutions of Higher Education in 
the state, saying that such institutions would help 
generate employment in a tribal-dominated state.Manipur Education Minister calls on HRM 

Sh. Moirangthem Okendro, Minister of Education, 
Manipur, met Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of 
HRD, in New Delhi on June 19, 2014. During the 
meeting, Sh. Okendro highlighted a number of 
important issues concerning the state of Higher 
Education in Manipur and also thanked the Ministry 
for the approval for conversion of various DM 
Colleges as a cluster into a State university under the 
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA). 

Shri Chandrababu Naidu, Chief Minister of Andhra 
Pradesh, meeting Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of 
HRD, in New Delhi on June 26, 2014.

Goa CM meets HRM
Shri Manohar Parrikar, Chief Minister of Goa, came to 
meet Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, in 
Shastri Bhawan on June 9, 2014. �ey discussed the 
various education schemes and programmes being run 
by the State government and ways to improve the same 
with help from the Union government. Smt. Irani 
assured Shri Parrikar all possible help of the Ministry 
in ensuring development of education in Goa. 

HRM meets Chhattisgarh HE Minister 
Sh. Prem Prakash Pandey, Minister of Higher
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Focus on International Cooperation in Education

India-Israel Pledge Stronger Cooperation 
in Education

Mr. Alon Ushpiz, the Ambassador of Israel to India met 
Smt. Smriti Irani, Minister of HRD, on May 29, 2014 to 
discuss strengthening of educational relations between 
India and Israel. 

Recalling the close ties in different fields like Science 
and Technology, Education, Culture, Economic, 
Commercial etc. between India and Israel, the Minister 
stressed that education is an engine of growth and 
collaborative knowledge creation is very important for 
building a better world. 

During the discussion the new Joint Research 
programme between India and Israel was taken up in 
which both countries have pledged to take up joint 
research programmes amounting up to USD 5.0 million 
per year. It was highlighted that in the first round 66 
joint research proposals have been received and the 
evaluation by the experts from both the sides will start 
today and will be completed by June, 2014. 

Ambassador Ushpiz informed that Israel offers 200 Post 
Doctoral fellowships of which about 80 percent are  
availed by the Indian students. The Minister was happy 
to learn that Israel is also launching another scholarship 
programme of 40 slots for bachelor and 30 scholarships 
for Masters programmes in Israel. 

Mr. Alon Ushpiz, the Ambassador of Israel in India, called on 
Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, the Minister of HRD, in New Delhi on 
May 29, 2014.

India, Germany discuss Collaboration in 
Education

The Ambassador also highlighted that Nobel Laureate Ms 
Ada E Yonath, who received the Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
with Dr. V. Ramakrishnan will be visiting India during 
March, 2015. Hon’ble Minister directed the officials that 
apart from academic conferences and seminars, we 
should facilitate meetings with young students who 
would be inspired and motivated towards research in 
Basic Sciences due to an interaction with Ms. Yonath.

The Ambassador also invited the Minister to visit Israel. 

Mr. Michael Steiner, Ambassador of Germany paid a 
courtesy call on Smt Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister for HRD 
in her office, here on June 11, 2014. 

The Ambassador mentioned the demographic advantage 
of India and reiterated his country’s commitment to 
strengthen partnerships with India in higher education, 
research, vocational education and training. He also 
reinforced the need to further expand the current 
Indo-German Strategic Partnership (IGSP) in Higher 
Education. 

Reciprocating the Ambassador’s views, the Minister 
reiterated India’s commitment to collaborate with 
Germany  and  appreciated  the  Indo-German Strategic 

Mr. Michael Steiner, Ambassador of Germany to India, 
during a meeting with Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of 
HRD, in New Delhi on June 11, 2014.
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Partnership (IGSP) in Higher Education. Highlighting that 
the Ministry has already released funds under this  
initiative, the Minister stated that she was looking 
forward to the final selection of the Program’s research 
and fellowship awardees, during the next Indo-German 
Joint Working Group meeting on Higher Education, 
scheduled for 18-19 November, 2014 in New Delhi. 

Other opportunities to collaborate between the two 
countries that were discussed include replication of 
Germany’s model in Skills and Vocational Education and 
Training, teaching of B.Ed. in German at select Indian 
Universities and consulting with Germany’s premier 
institutions for setting up India’s National e-Library and 
e-Bhasha initiative. Opportunities to partner with 
Germany on their initiative to set up an International 
Centre for Advanced Studies in Humanities and Social 
Sciences were also discussed.

Willets, Minister for Universities and Science, United 
Kingdom. 

The High Commissioner reiterated that the Government 
of the United Kingdom is keen to further strengthen its 
collaboration with India in the field of education & 
research. He highlighted that the British Government is 
looking forward to a new collaborative arrangement, 
UKIERI-III, which will focus on skills, leadership 
development and innovation. 

Thanking the High Commissioner and the Government of 
the United Kingdom for their desire to strengthen 
collaboration with India in the field of education and 
research, the Minister stressed that one of the basis for 
collaboration should be to remove barriers that hinder 
student mobility. Citing examples, she highlighted that 
while prestigious universities like Oxford recognize 
India’s CBSE Certification, most other universities in the 
United Kingdom do not. Further, the scores of the 
English language  test (IELTS)  needed  for admissions in 
UK Universities are currently valid only for one year. 
This should be extended for at least for three years. 
Similarly, the visa norms should be more facilitative in 
nature. 

She identified that the UK Government’s recent 
initiative of the Newton Fund provides opportunities to 
collaborate for research on issues relating to energy, 
urbanization, water, sanitation along with research on 
high altitude systems, which will be critical for the 
Central University of Himalayan Technology being 
planned by India. 

Other areas of collaboration between the two countries 
that were discussed include partnering for the Massive 
Open Online Courses (MOOCs) and the National 
e-Library being planned to be developed by India as well 
as sharing of expertise in the field of School Education 
and Teachers’ Training. 

The Minister welcomed the visit being planned by Mr. 
David Willets, Minister for Universities and Science, 
Government of the United Kingdom later this year, 
stressing that such interactions provide opportunities to 
further strengthen educational collaboration between 
the two countries. 

British High Commissioner, Sir James David Bevan, 
accompanied by Mr. Andrew Soper, Counselor, called on 
Smt Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, in her office on 
June 10, 2014. Congratulating the Union Minister on her 
assumption of charge of the Human Resource 
Development Ministry, Sir James David Bevan also 
handed over a letter of congratulations from Mr. David 

United Kingdom Looking Forward to 
partner with India for UKIERI-III 

Sir James David Bevan, British High Commissioner to India, 
meets Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of HRD, in New Delhi 
on June 10, 2014.
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of diplomatic relations from August, 2014-2015 onwards 
for which year-long activities are planned, highlighting 
our vibrant partnership.  

HRM reciprocated the feelings of the visiting Minister 
and recalled the warm relations and strong bonds that 
exist between the two countries. As part of the 
celebrations of 50 years of establishment of diplomatic 
relations, she offered Singapore to be the Guest of 
Honour Country during the next New Delhi World Book 
Fair to be held from 14-22 February, 2015. The HRM also 
mentioned that the National Book Trust of India is 
translating many books of Singapore, including the book 
titled “50 Stories from My Life” authored by the former 
President of Singapore Shri S.R. Nathan. 

Both the Ministers also discussed further strengthening 
of educational relations and suggested a platform of 
officials which could regularly meet to charter a way for 
collaboration, particularly in the field of Science 
Education, Research and Skill Development. The HRD 
Minister also proposed an ‘India Connect’ Programme to 
enable students of Singapore to visit educational 
institutions in India. 

Shri Ashok Thakur, Secretary (Higher Education), Shri 
Rajarshi Bhattacharya, Secretary (School Education & 
Literacy) and senior officials of the Ministry of HRD were 
present on this occasion. 

Bhutan Seeks India’s Assistance in 
Education

Major General Vestop Namgyel, Ambassador of Bhutan 
paid a courtesy call on Smt Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister 
of HRD in her office on June 11, 2014. 

The Ambassador thanked the Minister for the 
cooperation extended by India in the field of education 
including the prestigious Nehru-Wangchuk Scholarship 
which has enabled talented and deserving Bhutanese 
students to study in India. He has sought further 
assistance of the Minister for admission of Bhutanese 
students to prestigious Indian institutions like IITs, IIM 
etc. 

The Minister recalled the historic and long standing 
relations between the two countries and said that India 
was keen to collaborate with Bhutan to build capacities 
of teachers and educational institutions. Smt. Irani also 
mentioned that while direct admission of foreign 
students is already permitted in NITs, issue of admission 
of Bhutanese students to prestigious institutions like 
IITs, IIMs will be examined. The Minister highlighted the 
need to strengthen cooperation between IIT, Kanpur and 
the Royal Bhutanese University and also said that the 
two countries may explore setting up of educational 
institutions in Bhutan. 

The Minister said that she looks forward to the visit of 
the Education Minister of Bhutan to further discuss the 
cooperation between the two countries. 

India, Singapore discuss 
People-to-People Connect

Mr. K. Shanmugam, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Law, 
Republic of Singapore, in a meeting with Smt. Smriti Zubin 
Irani, Minister of HRD, in New Delhi on July 2, 2014.

Mr. K. Shanmugam, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of Law, Republic of Singapore met the Union 
Human Resource Development Minister, Smt. Smriti 
Zubin Irani, at New Delhi on July 2, 2014. During the 
meeting, Mr. Shanmugam mentioned about the close 
relations between Singapore and India and the 
multifaceted partnership of the two countries in the 
field of economic cooperation, defence & security 
issues and education & culture. He also mentioned that 
both countries are celebrating 50 years of establishment 


